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cellent volunteer soldiers; but they want experience. Can you

not induce Major Holmes" or Major Mordecai100 if he has re-

signed at Fayetteville to take command.

John W. Ellis to John L. Cantwell. A-Cantwell.

telegram

Raleigh

Apr 16 1861.

YOU WILL PROCEED AT ONCE WITH SUCH OF THE TROOPS UNDER
YOUR COMMAND AS YOU MAY DEEM REQUISITE FOR THE PURPOSE TO

FORTS CASWELL AND JOHNSON AND TAKE POSSESSION OF THE
SAME IN THE NAME OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. THIS

MEASURE BEING ONE OF PRECAUTION MERELY, YOU WILL OBSERVE

STRICTLY A PEACEFUL POLICY AND ACT ONLY ON THE DEFENSIVE

Marshall Parks to John W. Ellis. G.P.

Norfolk, Va. 16 April, 1861.

A dispatch has reached town stating 500 Federal troops will

be sent here tomorrow to protect the Navy Yard. Our people are

quite excited. Measures have been taken to blockade the Harbor

by sinking Vessels in the channel so as to prevent the egress

of the Vessels of war now at the yard. Orders were received

here on yesterday to get them ready to be towed out by the

Steam Frigate Merrimac now being put in order. We can stop

up our channel in 3 hours & I have boats prepared for the

service. We only wait the order of the Governor to do it.

We have a number of Steamers running through the Canal

belonging to the Company & others to Citizens of N.C. These

Steamers can be equipped as gunboats at short notice and may
render good service to the State at any time their services may
be required. I have therefore deemed it proper to communicate

"Theophilus H. Holmes (1804-1880), born in Sampson County, North
Carolina; graduate of West Point, 1829; rose to the rank of Major in the
U.S. Army before resigning, April 22, 1861; appointed Brigadier General
in the Confederate Service, June 5, 1861, Major General, October 7, 1861,
Lieutenant General to rank from October 10, 1862. Warner, Generals In
Gray, 141.

100Alfred Mordecai.


